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as well as for plays; but the better theaters, as the
Globe and Fortune, seem to have been limited to dra-
matic performances.

The size and arrangement of the stage doubtless
varied somewhat with the different theaters, and con-
siderable changes seem to have been introduced by
the indoor private theaters. But the Curtain was
used from 1577 to 164&, some new theaters were
modeled closely on the old, and the same plays were
acted on different stages, so it is apparent that in all
the stage was the same in its main features. For clear-
ness these may be again enumerated. The stage
was a platform projecting into the pit, open on three
sides, and without any front curtain. In the rear
were two doors, and between them, an alcove, or inner
stage, separated from the front stage by curtains.
Above the inner stage was a gallery, also provided with
curtains, and over the doors were windows or balconies.
The arrangement of doors, inner stage, gallery, and
curtain may have varied somewhat, but the essential
elements are a curtained space at the rear, and a gallery
above. Trap-doors were also provided, and the hut
overhead supplied the machinery for ascents and
descents of gods and goddesses.

Our diagram for the ground floor of the Fortune
shows a square-cornered stage with doors flat on the
rear, while the perspective drawing from Dr. Albright's
Shaksperian Stage shows a tapering stage, as ifa the
Messolina picture, with doors on the bias. Some stages